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DETAILED ACTION 
Summary of claims 

1 . Claims 1 -1 3 are pending. 
Claims 1-13 are rejected. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/30/2003. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 5, the phrase 
" to be" cannot use in the language. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

Claims 1, 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hack et al. (U.S. Pub. 2003/0217355). The applied reference has a common assignee 
as IBM with the instant application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of 
the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any 
invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of 
this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 
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With respect to claims 1, 5 and 10, Hack et al. discloses a computer system and 
a computer program product on a computer readable medium, comprising: a first 
processor (102) connected as a server; it is inherent that a plurality of client processors 
connected to communicate with said first processor because on fig. 1 , Hact et al. 
discloses a network adapter (120) to connect to client; a filesystem connected to be 
accessed from said first processor and said plurality of client processors (See fig. 1); 
and a set of instructions configured to run on said computer system, wherein when a 
first portion of said filesystem is found to be corrupt (See paragraph 0013) , said set of 
instructions are connected to: receive information regarding a location of paid first 
portion and a perceived corruption (See paragraph 0031), isolate said first portion of 
said filesystem while leaving other portions of said filesystem available (See paragraph 
0030 and 0039), and provide repair for said filesystem (See paragraph 0031). 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-8, and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Snyder et al. (U.S. patent No. 6,816,984). 

Regarding claim 1, Snyder et al. discloses a computer system and a computer 
program product on a computer readable medium, comprising: a first processor (21) 
connected as a server; a plurality of client processors (49) connected to communicate 
with said first processor (fig. 1); a filesystem connected to be accessed from said first 
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processor (21 ) and said plurality of client processors (49)(See fig. 1 ); and a set of 
instructions configured to run on said computer system, wherein when a first portion of 
said filesystem is found to be corrupt (See column 6, line 53-60), said set of instructions 
are connected to: receive information regarding a location of paid first portion and a 
perceived corruption (See column 6, line 10-17), isolate said first portion of said 
filesystem while leaving other portions of said filesystem available (See column 9, line 
28-35), and provide repair for said filesystem (See column 9, line 28-35). 

With respect to claims 2, 6, and 1 1 , Hack et al. discloses set of instruction 
receives said information from a scout process (crash handler) that traverses the 
filesystem looking for corruption (see column 2, line 13-18). 

With respect to claims 3, 7 and 12 Hack et al. discloses set of instructions 
receives information from a thread operating as part of an application program 
(205)(See fig. 2) and said set of instructions further comprises restoring values (320) 
recently changed by said thread (See fig. 2) and restarting said thread (See fig. 2 and 
3). 

With respect to claims 5 and 10, Hack et al. discloses a method of operating a 
computer system, comprising a step of receiving information regarding a first portion of 
a filesystem and a detected corruption in said first portion of said filesystem (See 
column 6, line 53-60); isolating said first portion of said filesystem while leaving other 
portions of said filesystem available (See column 9, line 28-35), and providing for a 
repair of said first portion of said filesystem (See column 9, line 28-35). 
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With respect to claim 5, Hack et al. discloses blocking step uses a lock on said 
portion of said filessystem (see column 9, line 29-35). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
insection 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4, 9 and 1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Snyder et al. (U.S. patent No. 6,816,984) in view of Draper et al. (U.S. 5,878,434). 

With respect to claims 4, 9 and 13, Snyder et al. discloses all the limitations of 
claimed invention recited in claim 1 except for set instructions uses a lock to block said 
portion of said filesystems. However, Yeager discloses a lock to block (1 1 6) said 
portion of filesytem (see fig. 4). It would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify computer system's 
Snyder to provided a lock to block said portion of said fllesystem in order to support 
concurrent control, object require a "lock location" where they are locked for read or 
update for stated purpose has been well known in the art as evidenced by the teaching 
of Draper et al. (see column 1 1 , line 27-30). 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung Vy whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-1954. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 5:30pm. If 
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attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571 ) 272-1834. The fax numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for 
regular communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
application may be obtained from either private Pair or Public Pair. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private Pair only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see httD://pair-direct.usDto.aov . Should you have question on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ 



Hung T. Vy 
Art Unit 2163 
May 26, 2006. 




